THE KING RULES
—' the King's Friends/ They were not, in George's estimation,
a political party: they were merely a collection of public-
spirited and honourable men, who were actuated by the one
motive of wishing to serve their King faithfully in the belief that
he knew what was best for the realm. Serving under North's
banner were Whigs and Tories; and the rewards for this service
came from the only quarter from which rewards could possibly
come—the Crown. George held the view that he must be ac-
quainted with the actions of these politicians who professed to
serve under his orders. In this respect, therefore, he was a party
leader. North constantly sent him lists of the speakers in the
Commons and the Lords: George naturally commented upon
them—sometimes in the strongest language. He displayed no
more than ordinary feelings when he c greatly rejoiced at the
conclusion of the debate' which took place on January sist, 1770,
on DowdeswelTs motion—
That by the law of the land, and the known law and usage of
Parliament, no person eligible by common right can be incapacitated
by vote or resolution of this House, but by act of Parliament only.
Nothing could bring greater pleasure to George than the practical
proof that the legislators of his realm were sufficiently strong of
purpose to prevent Wilkes, the disturber of the public peace and
a duty blasphemer, sitting in Parliament.
Evidence of George's watchful control over the attendance
and behaviour of his friends in Parliament abound. On March
14th, 1772, he wrote to North:
I hope every engine will be employed to get those friends that
staid away last night to come and support on Monday. If a good
countenance is kept, I doubt not but you will find your divisions
encrease. I wish a list could be prepared of those that went away
and of those that deserted to the minority; that would be a rule
for my conduct in the Drawing Room tomorrow.
Or again take the letter which he penned three days later to North:
Your account of the good majority of yesterday [said George]
gives me much satisfaction, and is a great proof of the activity you
have shown in collecting persons together. I trust those you employ
will not be less vigilant to get them to attend tomorrow, when
the Committee will certainly be closed.
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